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by Caroline G eer
So an  a g e  e n d e d , and i t s  l a s t  d e l i v e r e r  d ie d  
In  b e d , grown i d l e  and  unhappy; th e y  w ere  s a f e :
The sudden  shadow  o f  a  g ia n t1 s  enorm ous c a l f
Would f a l l  no m ore a t  du sk  a c r o s s  t h e i r  law n s o u t s i d e .
They s l e p t  i n  p e a c e :  in  m arsh es  h e r e  and t h e r e  no d o u b t
A s t e r i l e  d ra g o n  l i n g e r e d  to  a  n a t u r a l  d e a th ,
B ut in  a  y e a r  th e  sp o o r  had v a n is h e d  from  th e  h e a th :
A k o b o ld 's  k n o ck in g  i n  th e  m o u n ta in  p e te r e d  o u t .
O nly th e  s c u l p to r s  and th e  p o e ts  w ere  h a l f  s a d ,
And th e  p e r t  r e t i n u e  from  th e  m a g ic ia n 's  h o u se  
G rum bled and w ent e ls e w h e re . The v a n q u ish e d  pow ers 
w ere  g la d
To be  i n v i s i s i b l e  and f r e e ;  w i th o u t  rem o rse  
S tru c k  down th e  so n s  who s t r a y e d  i n t o  t h e i r  c o u r s e ,
And r a v is h e d  th e  d a u g h te r s ,  and d ro v e  th e  f a t h e r s  mad.
A New Age 
W.H. Auden
F a e r ie  h a s  b een  d i v e r s e l y  d e f in e d ,  so u g h t a f t e r ,  d i s ­
b e l i e v e d ,  and m ocked; n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  p e rv a d e s  n o t  a  sm a ll  
p a r t  o f  m a n k in d 's  e a r l i e s t  f o l k l o r e .  I t s  m ag ic  l i n g e r s  h e r e  
and th e r e  ev en  i n  o u r  t im e , th o u g h  a s  f a i n t l y  a s  a  glim m er 
o f  l i g h t  on a  g ra y  s e a .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  f a i r y  s t o r i e s  have  
been  r e l e g a t e d  i n  th e  m ain  p a r t  to  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  form  o f  
n u r s e r y  t a l e s .  Y et we m ust a sk  w hat i s  w r i t t e n  i n  th e s e  
f a i r y  t a l e s ,  and i s  so m e th in g  t h e r e  t h a t  can  b e  l a b e l e d  t r u e  
F a e r ie ?
In  tu r n in g  to  F unk a n d  W a g n a ll's  S ta n d a rd  D ic tio n a r y  o f  
F o lk lo r e ,  one f in d s  " f a i r y "  d e f in e d  a s  a  te rm  u se d  to  d i s ­
t i n g u i s h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s u p e r n a tu r a l  b e in g ;  o r  more s p e c i f i c a l ­
l y  from  th e  M idd le  E n g lis h  r o o t ,  i t  m eans e i t h e r  s im p ly  
" e n c h a n tm e n t,"  o r  th e  d w e l l in g  p la c e  o f  e n c h a n te d  b e in g s  o r  
even  th e  " c o l l e c t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  su c h  a  la n d :  th e s e
l a t t e r  sh o u ld  p r o p e r ly  b e  c a l l e d  f a y s ." !  The C e l t s  seem  to  
be  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  th e  id e a  o f  "communal f a i r i e s , "  p ro b a b ly  
b e c a u s e  th e y  e n v is io n e d  t h e i r  f a i r i e s  a s  d w e l l in g  i n  h i l l s ,  
o r  m ounds. T here  a r e ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  o th e r  c o n c e p ts  o f  " f a i r y ; "  
how ever, in  o r d e r  f o r  th e  sc o p e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  to  be  r e a l i s ­
t i c ,  th e  d i s c u s s io n  w i l l  be  c o n f in e d  to  E n g lis h  f a i r y  l o r e ,  
and t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e a l in g  w ith  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n  and 
le g e n d  w hich  b o r d e r s  upon m yth . The o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t 
o f  f a i r y ,  and o f  m y tho logy  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  a l s o ,  h a s  l e d  to  
v a r io u s  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  t h e o r i e s .  A cco rd in g  to  H e rb e r t  S k in ­
n e r  in  R ea d in g s in  F o lk lo r e , t h e r e  a p p e a r  to  be  a t  l e a s t  
fo u r  s c h o o ls  o f  th o u g h t c o n c e rn in g  th e  a d v e n t o f  th e  s u p e r ­
n a t u r a l  i n t o  le g e n d  and s a g a :  1) th ro u g h  th e  E u h e m e ris ts
who b e l ie v e d  F a e r ie  was a  le g e n d  begun  i n  f a c t  b u t  e x a g g e r ­
a te d  th ro u g h  th e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ;  2) th ro u g h  th o s e  who m ain­
t a i n  t h a t  pagan  m y tho logy  i s  b u t  a  c o r r u p t io n  o f  th e  " t r u e  
r e l i g i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  r e v e a le d  to  m an;" 3) th ro u g h  o th e r s  who 
f e e l  t h a t  th e  f i g u r e s  o f  myth a r e  sy m b o ls , th o u g h  t h e r e  i s  
no ag reem en t on th e  s p e c i f i c  m ean in g ; and 4) th ro u g h  more 
m odern " c r i t i c s  o f  g r e a t  em inence" who m a in ta in  t h a t  th e  
f i g u r e s  o f  myth a r e  m e re ly  th e  s y m b o liz a t io n  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  
f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e . 2 T h e re  i s  a  p a r t i a l  t r u t h  i n  a l l  o f  th e s e  
s t a te m e n ts ,  and i t  seem s t h a t  a  p a r t  o f  e a c h  v ie w p o in t  m ust 
be  found in  th e  f i n a l  s y n c r e t i c  d e f i n i t i o n .  J .R .R . T o lk ie n 's  
v ie w p o in t  w ould f i t  m ost n e a r ly  i n  th e  se co n d  g ro u p  who 
f e e l  t h a t  pagan  m ytho logy  i s  a  c o r r u p t io n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a 
d i s t o r t i o n ,  o f  T ru th .  And S t i t h  Thompson, th o u g h  he  does 
n o t  f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  " s a f e  to  p o s i t  any  s i n g l e  o r i g in "  f o r  
th e  m y tho logy  "ev en  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p e o p le " 3 d o es  a g re e  t h a t  
myth and f a i r y  t a l e  "c o n t in u a l ly  flo w  in t o  each  o t h e r . " 4
T o lk ie n ,  h o w ev er, a s s e r t s  t h a t  " h i s t o r y  o f t e n  re se m b le s  
'm y th , ' b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  b o th  u l t i m a t e l y  o f  t h e  same s t u f f .  
T h a t " s t u f f "  m ust be  r e a l i t y ,  o r  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  s t r i k e s  us 
when we r e c o g n iz e  so m e th in g  a s  t r u l y  r e a l ,  ev en  th o u g h  i t  
may seem  to  b e  h ig h ly  im p ro b a b le , g iv e n  o u r  p r e s e n t  c irc u m ­
s t a n c e s  .
A lm ost e v e ry  s o u rc e  one may c o n s u l t  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  
f a i r y  t a l e s ,  e x c e p t  T o lk i e n 's  "On F a i r y - S t o r i e s " ,  r e f e r s  
e v e n tu a l ly  t o  o u r  " p r i m i t i v e  and sa v a g e  a n c e s to r s "  a s  th e  
o r i g i n a t o r s  o f  su c h  t a l e s ,  and  ev en  m y th o lo g y  i n  g e n e r a l .
And o f t e n ,  su c h  a s  i n  MacLeod Y e a r s l e y 's  The F o lkl o r e  o f  
F a ir y -T a le s , t h e s e  t a l e s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  th e  c h i ld h o o d  o f  
f i c t i o n ,  o r  s t o r i e s  from  m a n k in d 's  c h i ld h o o d .6 T h is  v iew ­
p o in t  o f f e r s  d e f i n i t e  p ro b lem s t o  a  th o u g h t f u l  s c h o l a r  su c h  
a s  T o lk ie n .  M ankind h a s  c e r t a i n l y  d e v e lo p e d  b o th  t e c h n i ­
c a l l y  and s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  s in c e  p r e h i s t o r i c  t im e s ;  y e t  i t  i s  
o n ly  i n  th e  l a s t  f o u r  h u n d red  y e a r s  o r  so  t h a t  i t  h a s  become 
a lm o s t  a  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a  man to  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  a  c e r t a i n  
f i e l d  b e c a u s e  th e  q u a n t i t y  o f  know ledge a v a i l a b l e  i s  so 
g r e a t  t h a t  one man can  no lo n g e r  c o n c e iv a b ly  know, much l e s s  
u n d e r s ta n d ,  e v e r y th in g  th e r e  i s  t o  know. T o lk ie n  i n t e r j e c t s  
t h i s  q u e ry , "B u t do we r e a l l y  know much a b o u t th e s e  'n a k e d  
a n c e s t o r s '  e x c e p t t h a t  th e y  w ere  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  n aked? Our 
f a i r y - s t o r i e s ,  how ever o ld  c e r t a i n  e le m e n ts  in  them  may b e , 
a r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  th e  same a s  t h e i r s .  Y e t i f  i t  i s  assum ed 
t h a t  we h av e  f a i r y - s t o r i e s  b e c a u s e  th e y  d i d ,  th e n  p ro b a b ly  
we h av e  h i s t o r y ,  g e o g ra p h y , p o e t r y ,  and a r i t h m e t i c  b e c a u s e  
th e y  l i k e d  th e s e  t h in g s  t o o ,  a s  f a r  a s  th e y  had y e t  s e p a r ­
a te d  th e  many b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  e v e ry ­
t h i n g . " 7 M odern c u l t u r e  may n o t  b e  so  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a s  
one m ig h t l i k e  to  b e l i e v e ,  d e s p i t e  th e  harm  su c h  a  th o u g h t 
m ig h t b r in g  to  o u r  c u l t u r a l  eg o .
P e rh a p s  i t  i s  l i k e  c h a s in g  th e  w ind to  t r y  to  a t t a c h  an 
e x a c t  o r i g i n  o n to  f a i r y - t a l e s .  Such q u e s t io n s  a s ,  "When d id  
th e  Land o f  F a e r i e  become a  p a r t  o f  o u r  w o r ld ;  a  p a r t  and 
y e t  s t i l l  a p a r t ? "  c o n t in u e  to  p e r s i s t  in  o u r  t h o u g h t f u l  con­
s i d e r a t i o n .  S t i t h  Thompson h a s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  " th e  u l t i m a t e  
o r i g i n  o f  n e a r ly  a l l  f o l k t a l e s  and m yths m ust re m a in  a  mys­
t e r y .  T h e re  i s  o f  c o u r s e  n o th in g  m y s t ic a l  a b o u t i t :  i t  i s
m e re ly  im p o s s ib le  to  r e c a p tu r e  th e  n eed ed  f a c t s . " 8 "Im pos­
s i b l e "  h e r e  seem s a  b i t  h a r s h .  P e rh a p s  we hav e  a c c e s s  to  
th e  f a c t s  b u t  do n o t  d e s i r e  to  fo l lo w  w here  th e y  may le a d  
u s  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  own p r e ju d ic e  c o n c e rn in g  m a n 's  o r i g i n .  On 
th e  w h o le , s p e c u la t i o n  seem s to  c e n t e r  in  o n ly  two cam ps.
One s i d e  a s s e r t s  t h a t  f a i r i e s  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  o r  s i m i l a r  to  
th e  d e a d ;9 th e  o th e r  s i d e  c o u n te r s  t h a t  th e y  a r e  f i g u r e s  i n  
whom i s  p r e s e r v e d  th e  memory o f  th e  c o n q u ered  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
E n g la n d .10 C h r i s t i n a  H ole p ro p o se s  in  E n g lis h  F o lk lo r e  
t h a t  " th e s e  p e o p le  [ f a i r i e s !  w ere  sm a ll  and d a r k ,  th e  men 
b e in g  a b o u t f i v e  f e e t  f i v e  in c h e s  o r  l e s s ,  and th e  women 
s h o r t e r .  They l i v e d  i n  ro u n d  h u t s ,  whose f l o o r s  w ere  su n k  
two o r  t h r e e  f e e t  be low  g round  l e v e l ,  and w h ic h , when c o v e r ­
ed w ith  t u r f ,  lo o k ed  v e ry  l i k e  h i l l o c k s  o r  g re e n  m ounds.
T h e i r  c u l t u r e  was p r i m i t i v e ,  and s u c c e s s iv e  w aves o f  t a l l e r  
and m ore ad v an ced  in v a d e r s  had l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d i s p o s ­
s e s s in g  th e m ."  T hese  p e o p le s ' mode o f  l i v i n g  g iv e s  u s  some 
i n s i g h t  i n t o  how th e y  becam e a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  f a i r y  mounds o r  
s p i r i t s  from  th e  d e a d . Y e a rs le y  i s  a  l i t t l e  m ore s t r a i g h t ­
fo rw a rd  in  h i s  a n a l y s i s  a s  he  d e p lo r e s  " th e  a b s u r d i ty  o f  
d e p ic t i n g  f a i r i e s  a s  t i n y  p e o p le  w i th  b u t t e r f l y  w in g s . [ I t ]  
i s  re n d e re d  th e  m ore r i d i c u l o u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  th e  f a y s  o f  
C e l t i c  f o l k l o r e  a r e  o f  n o rm al h e ig h t .  T h is  d o es n o t ,  
how ev er, i n v a l i d a t e  th e  th e o r y  t h a t  th e  d w a r f is h  g o b l in s ,  
e l v e s ,  and gnomes may h av e  b een  d e r iv e d  from  a  s m a l le r  r a c e  
o f  c o n q u ered  a b o r i g i n a l s . " 11 B oth  s p e c u la t i o n s  a r e  p la u ­
s i b l e  and p o s s i b l e .  I t  i s  a l s o  n o t  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  f a i r i e s  
may be  em bodim ents o f  f a l l e n  o r  d e th ro n e d  g o d s; e s p e c i a l l y  
s in c e  f a i r i e s  on th e  w ho le  a r e  d e p ic te d  a s  b e in g  b e n e v o le n t
3
toward men, a s id e  from  th e  a c c o u n ts  o f  t h e i r  r e v e n g e fu ln e s s  
in  r e sp o n se  to  m an's p r o v o c a t io n . Y e a r s le y  fu r th e r  o b se r v e s  
th a t  th e  n o r th e rn  r a c e s  have t h e i r  Wh i t e  E lv e s , who a r e  
f r ie n d ly  to  man, and t h e i r  B la ck  E lv e s , who a r e  th e  dw arfs 
and t r o l l s  o f  th e  h i l l s  and m ounds.12 i t  seem s p la u s ib l e ,  
a c c o r d in g  to  Mody B o a tw r ig h t , th a t  s in c e  th e r e  i s  a d i s ­
t i n c t i o n  betw een  th e  good and th e  e v i l ,  th e r e  e x i s t s  a r e a l  
q u a l i t y  o f  F aery th a t  h a s i t s  r o o t s  deep  in  m ankind 's con­
s c i o u s n e s s .13 The r o o t s  f o r  th e  Land o f  F aery  may ev en  be  
in  Eden i t s e l f ;  and i f  s o ,  th e  c r e a tu r e s  may Indeed  be  
a n g e ls .  M ankind, e s p e c i a l ly  a f t e r  th e  e v e n t  th a t  c lo s e d  th e  
g a t e s  o f  Eden perm anently  to  h im , w ould remember a n g e l s ,  
s in c e  th e y  a r e  a lw a y s in  th e  company o f  God a s  w e l l  a s ,  
a c c o r d in g  to  th e  B ib le ,  " m in is te r in g  s p i r i t s "  to  m en.4 In  
a d d i t io n ,  th o s e  a n g e ls  who r e b e l le d  a g a in s t  God and fo llo w e d  
L u c if e r  worked e v i l  in  th e  w orld  among men, o f  w hich  man­
k in d  h as become in c r e a s in g ly  aware s in c e  h i s  own d o w n fa ll .  
T h is i s  n o t  to  su g g e s t  th a t  su ch  r o o t s  a r e  th e  u lt im a te  
o r ig in  o f  b o th  f a i r i e s  and t h e i r  la n d ;  i t  i s  m ere ly  o f fe r e d  
a s  a n o th er  a l t e r n a t i v e  b a sed  on s e v e r a l  p a r a l l e l s  found in  
h i s t o r y ,  in c lu d in g  b i b l i c a l  h i s t o r y .
In  lo o k in g  a t  some o f  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  Land o f  
F a e r ie ,  we f in d  th a t  1 )  i t  i s  u s u a l ly  lo c a t e d  underground,
2) i t  i s  o u ts id e  th e  rea lm  o f  t im e , o r  a t  l e a s t ,  i t  i s  con­
t r o l l e d  s e p a r a te ly  from our own t im e , 3) i t  i s  o r g a n iz e d  in  
a  t r i b a l  sy stem  much a s  m an's o r g a n iz a t io n a l  s o c i e t y ,  4 ) i t  
i s  a la n d  o f  w e a lth , b o th  in  c a t t l e  and m e ta ls  o r  j e w e l s ,  
and 5) i t s  in h a b it a n t s ,  f a i r i e s ,  fr e q u e n t  p a r t ic u la r  s p o t s  
more than  o th e r  s p o t s  though th e y  a r e  n o t bound t o  any one 
p la c e  su ch  a s  g h o s t s  p u r p o r te d ly  a r e . 15 F a ir ie s  a r e  m oral 
b e in g s ,  and in  d e a l in g  w ith  them men a r e  warned to  a lw a y s be 
h o n e s t .  T here appear t o  b e  many in s t a n c e s  o f  in te r c h a n g e  
betw een  th e  f a i r i e s  and m ankind. F a ir ie s  o f t e n  r e q u ir e  th e  
a id  o f  m id w iv e s, th e y  ab d u ct m a id en s, and th e y  ev en  exchange  
b a b ie s .  They a l s o  reward th o s e  men g e n e r o u s ly  who come to  
t h e i r  a id ,  and a c c o r d in g ly  p u n ish  them fo r  b rea k in g  th e  law s  
o f  Faery when men a r e  so  f o o l i s h  a s  to  in tr u d e .  H owever, in  
k eep in g  w ith  th e  t e x t  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s io n ,  th e  tr u e  F a ir y -  
S to r y  c o n cern s m ank in d 's a d v en tu re s  in  th e  Realm o f  F a e r ie ,  
r a th e r  than  f a i r i e s '  a d v en tu re s  in  th e  human rea lm . Year­
s l e y  o b se r v e s  th a t  " in  many s t o r i e s  th e  h ero  who v i s i t s  th e  
f a i r y  kingdom i s  warned a g a in s t  t a s t i n g  th e  fo o d  o f f e r e d  to  
him t h e r e ,  l e s t  h e  become s u b je c t  t o  th e  f a i r y  pow er, and so  
im poten t to  le a v e  i t . "  We do n o t  seem  to  have any such  
power to  d e t a in  f a i r i e s  who wander in t o  our w o r ld . S id ney  
H artland  a g r e e s  w ith  Y e a r s le y  and s t a t e s  fu r th e r  th a t  "he 
who e n t e r s  F a ir y la n d  and p a r ta k e s  o f  f a i r y  fo o d  i s  s p e l l ­
bound: he can n ot r e tu r n — a t  l e a s t  f o r  many y e a r s ,  perhaps
fo r e v e r — t o  th e  lan d  o f  m en ."16
H owever, th e r e  a r e  s t o r i e s  o f  th o s e  p r iv i l e g e d  few  who 
have v en tu r ed  f r e e l y  in t o  th e  w orld  o f  F a e r ie  and back  again . 
The two w o r ld s  appear t o  e x i s t  s im u lta n e o u s ly , though n o t  in  
th e  same c o n te x t  o f  tim e n or ev en  o f  sp a c e — th e  one b e in g  
f i n i t e  and a lw ays v i s i b l e ;  th e  o t h e r ,  i n f i n i t e  and u s u a l ly  
i n v i s i b l e .  The d e f i n i t i v e  e s ta b lish m e n t  o f  th e  r e a l  e x i s ­
te n c e  o f  F a e r ie ,  i . e . ,  w here i t  h a s b e in g , i s  n o t  one o f  th e  
o b j e c t iv e s  o f  t h i s  p a p er . We a r e  h e r e  more con cern ed  w ith  
th e  e f f e c t  o f  F a e r i e ' s  e x i s t e n c e  on  our w o r ld -v ie w , and in  
t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  we a r e  d e a l in g  more w ith  t r a d i t io n  than  l i t e r ­
a tu r e  .
In  th e  Land o f  F a e r ie ,  m agic p la y s  a  d e f i n i t e  p a r t .
But b eca u se  i t  i s  assumed t o  be p r e s e n t ,  and a c c e p te d  s e r i -  
o u s ly ,  though  n o t  a lw ays o p en ly  rem arked, we w i l l  n o t  d e lv e  
d e e p ly  in t o  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  th e  Land o f  F a e r ie .  We may j u s t  
n o t i c e  in  p a s s in g ,  how ever, th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  p r e se n c e  o f  
m agic in  th e  F a ir y -S to r y .  I t  b r in g s  an aura t o  th e  t a l e  
w hich  one immed i a t e l y  r e c o g n iz e s  a s  b e lo n g in g  to  F a e r ie — a  
s p e c ia l  v e i l  th a t  r e v e a ls  j u s t  enough , and no m ore. T o lk ie n  
o b se r v e s  in  h i s  e s sa y  t h a t  " fa n ta s y ,  th e  m aking o r  g lim p s in g  
o f  O th e r -w o r ld s , was th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  d e s ir e  o f  F a e r ie ." 17 
F an tasy  in  t h i s  s e n s e  i s  th e  p o s i t i v e ,  c o n s t r u c t iv e  e x e r t io n  
o f  im a g in a tio n  w it h in  th e  bounds a s s ig n e d  i t .  T o lk ie n  con­
t in u e s  t h i s  th ou gh t by s t a t i n g ,  "For c r e a t iv e  F an tasy  i s  
founded upon th e  hard r e c o g n it io n  o f  f a c t ,  b u t n o t  a  s la v e r y  
to  i t . . .  F an tasy  rem ains a  human r ig h t :  we make in  ou r mea­
su r e  and in  our d e r iv a t iv e  mode, b e c a u se  we a r e  made: and 
n o t o n ly  made, bu t made in  th e  i mage and l ik e n e s s  o f  a  
M aker."18  In  F a e r ie ,  we seem  to  s e e  th in g s  fo r  th e  f i r s t  
t im e , o r  in  a f r e s h  l i g h t .  The A d ven turer in  F a e r ie  n ev er
t i r e s  o f  th e  b ea u ty  t h e r e ,  f o r  B eauty i s  c e r t a in ly  a p a r t  o f  
th a t  Land a l s o ,  ev en  a  p a r t  o f  i t s  v e r y  b e in g .  In  T o lk ie n 's  
own w ord s, "F an tasy  i s  made o u t o f  th e  Prim ary w o r ld , b u t a 
good cra ftsm a n  lo v e s  h i s  m a te r ia l ,  and h as a know ledge and 
f e e l i n g  fo r  c l a y ,  s to n e  and wood w hich  o n ly  th e  a r t  o f  
m aking can g i v e . . .  And a c t u a l ly  f a i r y  s t o r i e s  d e a l  l a r g e l y ,  
o r  ( th e  b e t t e r  o n e s )  m a in ly , w ith  s im p le  o r  fundam ental 
t h in g s ,  untouched by F a n ta sy , b u t th e s e  s i m p l i c i t i e s  a r e  
made a l l  th e  more lum inous by t h e i r  s e t t i n g .  For th e  
sto ry -m a k er  who a l lo w s  h im s e lf  to  b e  ' f r e e  w ith '  N ature can  
b e h er  lo v e r  n o t  h er  s l a v e .  I t  was in  f a i r y - s t o r i e s  th a t  I  
f i r s t  d iv in e d  th e  p o te n c y  o f  w ord s, and th e  wonder o f  th in g s ,  
su ch  a s  s t o n e ,  and wood, and ir o n ;  t r e e  and g r a s s ;  h ou se  and 
f i r e ;  bread  and w in e ." 19 I t  i s  in  t h i s  s e n s e  th a t  F a e r ie  
f lo w s  in t o  m yth. C .S . L ew is e la b o r a t e s  on myth in  h i s  e s sa y  
"Myth Became F act"  in  th e  same v e in  a s  T o lk ie n ’ s  d is c u s s io n  
o f  f a n t a s y .  L ew is s t a t e s ,  "In  th e  enjoym ent o f  a  g r e a t  myth 
we come n e a r e s t  t o  e x p e r ie n c in g  a s  a  c o n c r e te  what can  o th e r ­
w is e  b e  u n d ersto o d  o n ly  a s  an a b s t r a c t io n .  What f lo w s  in t o  
you from  th e  myth i s  n o t  t r u th  b u t r e a l i t y  ( t r u t h  i s  a lw ays  
a b o u t so m eth in g , b u t r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  a b o u t w h ich  t r u th  i s ) ,  
and t h e r e f o r e ,  e v e r y  myth becom es th e  f a th e r  o f  innum erab le  
t r u th s  on th e  a b s t r a c t  l e v e l . . .  I t  i s  n o t ,  l i k e  t r u th ,  
a b s t r a c t ;  n or i s  i t  l i k e  d i r e c t  e x p e r ie n c e ,  bound to  th e  par­
t i c u l a r . " 20 So in  t h i s  s e n s e ,  in  a tr u e  F a ir y -S to r y ,  we 
s e e  and e x p e r ie n c e  c l e a r l y  what i s  o n ly  vagu e to  u s o th e r ­
w is e .  We become k e e n ly  aware o f  an o rd er  and d ig n i t y  about 
th in g s ;  we en jo y  In tim a cy  w ith  a n im a ls  and o th e r  l i v i n g  
t h in g s ;  we come away in  awe and wonder and f in d  more s i g ­
n i f i c a n c e  in  ea ch  day fo r  h a v in g  p a r t ic ip a t e d  in  F a e r ie .
That j o y  i s  a n o th er  e s s e n t i a l  e lem en t o f  F a e r ie ,  and we en­
jo y  i t  p a r t ly  b eca u se  somewhere w it h in  u s t h e r e  i s  a lo n g ­
in g  fo r  more in tim a c y  w ith  th e  b e a s t s ,  l i v i n g  c r e a tu r e s  
o th e r  than  humans.
F a ir y -S t o r ie s  have come t o  u s from  p r e - h i s t o r y .  Even 
th e  A rth u ria n  le g e n d s  o f  th e  e a r ly  M iddle A ges h ave e le m e n ts  
o f  a n t iq u i t y  w it h in  them th a t  we r e c o g n iz e  a s  F a e r ie .  P er­
haps in  th e  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  o f  o ld ,  men dreamed o f  and lo n g ed  
f o r  th e  tim e b e fo r e  th e  s p o i l i n g  o f  c r e a t io n .  Y et a lm o st a s  
soon  a s  th e y  w ere w r i t t e n  down, th e  s t o r i e s  o f  F a e r ie  began  
to  fa d e .  M an's a d v a n cin g  te c h n o lo g y  produced  ir o n .  A f a i r y  
s p e l l  c o u ld  b e  broken w it h  i r o n ,  and l a t e r  th e  p r e se n c e  o f  
s t e e l  to o k  on th e  same q u a l i t y  o f  s p e l l - b r e a k in g .  Techno­
lo g y  c o u ld  b reak  th e  m agic o f  F a e r ie .  B oatw righ t a s s e r t s  
th a t  " i f  myth fu n c t io n s  in  p r im it iv e  c u l t u r e s ,  i t  sh o u ld  
a l s o  f l o u r i s h  to d a y ." 2 1  He i s  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  
H owever, th a t  p a r t o f  myth w hich  i s  F a e r ie  can n ot e x i s t  in  
c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  m a ch in e s. A l l  modern t a l e s  in  th e  t r a d i ­
t io n  o f  F a e r ie  " r e v e r t"  a s  i t  w ere t o  an a n c ie n t  tim e and 
p la c e ,  b e fo r e  m ach ines dom inated ou r l i v e s .  The modern 
a n t i t h e s i s  o f  F a e r ie  may b e S c ie n c e  F ic t io n ,  w h ich  d o es  n o t  
e x i s t  w ith o u t  m a ch in es. Y et a s  i s  t r u e  w ith  much o f  S c ie n c e  
F ic t io n ,  F a e r ie  i s  b u t a  shadow o f  r e a l i t y — th e  myth th a t  
r e v e a ls  th in g s  a s  th e y  m ight b e  r a th e r  than  th in g s  a s  th e y  
a r e .  For exam p le , L ew is p in p o in t s  a  p a r t ic u la r  myth th a t  
became a  p a r t  o f  our h i s t o r y ,  " th e  o ld  myth o f  th e  D ying God, 
w ith o u t c e a s in g  to  b e  m yth , comes down from  th e  h eaven  o f  
le g e n d  and im a g in a tio n  t o  th e  e a r th  o f  h i s t o r y .  I t  h appen s—  
a t  a  p a r t ic u la r  d a te ,  in  a  p a r t ic u la r  p la c e ,  fo llo w e d  by 
d e f in a b le  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n se q u e n c e s . We p a ss  from  a  B a ld e r ,  
d y in g  nobody knows when o r  w h ere , to  a  h i s t o r i c a l  P erson  
c r u c i f i e d  ( i t  i s  a l l  in  o r d e r ) u n d er P o n tiu s  P i la te .  By 
becom ing f a c t  i t  d o es  n o t  c e a s e  to  b e  m yth: th a t  i s  th e
m i r a c l e . . .  What became F act was a  Myth, th a t  i t  c a r r i e s  w ith  
i t  i n t o  th e  w orld  o f  F act a l l  th e  p r o p e r t ie s  o f  a  m yth. God 
i s  more th a n  a  go d , n o t  l e s s ;  C h r is t  i s  more than  B a ld e r , 
n o t  l e s s . . .  ' P a r a l l e l s '  and 'Pagan C h r is t s ’ . . .o u g h t to  be 
th e r e — i t  w ould b e  a  stu m b lin g  b lo c k  i f  th e y  w e r e n ' t . . .  For 
t h i s  i s  th e  m arriage  o f  heaven  and e a r th :  P e r fe c t  Myth and
P e r fe c t  F a c t:  c la im in g  n o t  o n ly  ou r lo v e  and ou r o b e d ie n c e ,
b u t a l s o  ou r wonder and d e l i g h t ,  a d d ressed  t o  th e  sa v a g e ,  
th e  c h i l d ,  and th e  p o e t in  ea ch  one o f  u s  no l e s s  than  to  
th e  m o r a l i s t ,  th e  s c h o la r ,  and th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ." 22 F a e r ie ,  
r a th e r  than  a  p r im it iv e  form o f  m an's l i t e r a r y  d evelop m en t, 
i s  more th e  c r e a t io n  o f  c h i l d - l i k e  in n o cen ce  through  th e  jo y  
o f  th e  human c r e a tu r e  c l o s e  to  th e  e a r th  and to  h i s  Maker 
and f u l l  o f  lo n g in g  f o r  a  l o s t  In tim acy  whose r e s to r a t io n  
ib s  b een  p rom ised . Such an a t t i t u d e  o f  wonder and d e l ig h t  i s  
a lm o st a  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  th e  r ig h t  u n d ersta n d in g  and d is c o v e r y  
o f  F a e r ie .  D e c e it  n ev er  found a  way in t o  F a e r ie ,  though  
th e r e  was a lw a y s m is c h ie f .  And in  th e  f u t u r e ,  th e  c h i ld i s h
4
p u r ity  o f  m en's h e a r t s  a lo n e  w i l l  sa v e  F a e r ie  from com­
p l e t e  o b l i v i o n .  In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  mankind h as a  power o v e r  
F a e r ie  th a t  I t s  m agic can n ot com bat. J u s t  a s  ir o n  co u ld  
break  a  f a i r y  s p e l l  lo n g  a g o , so  in  modern t im e s  m an's 
t e c h n o lo g ic a l  p r o g r e s s  can  fo r e v e r  keep  F a e r ie  i n v i s i b l e ,  
d e s tr o y in g  i t  through  f o r g e t f u l n e s s .  W ith th e  l o s s  o f  
F a e r ie ,  mankind w ould l o s e  a p r e c io u s  p e r s p e c t iv e  on l i f e .
In  T o lk ie n 's  w ord s, "We may in d eed  be o ld e r  now, in  so  fa r  
a s  we a r e  h e i r s  in  en joym ent o r  in  p r a c t i c e  o f  many g en era ­
t io n s  o f  a n c e s to r s  in  th e  a r t s .  In  t h i s  in h e r i ta n c e  o f  
w e a lth  th e r e  may be a  danger o f  boredom o r  o f  a n x ie t y  t o  be  
o r i g i n a l ,  and th a t  may le a d  to  a  d i s t a s t e  f o r  f i n e  d raw in g , 
d e l i c a t e  p a t t e r n , and " p re tty "  c o lo u r s ,  o r  e l s e  t o  mere 
m a n ip u la tio n  and o v e r - e la b o r a t io n  o f  o ld  m a t e r ia l ,  c l e v e r  and 
h e a r t l e s s . . .  B e fo r e  we rea ch  su c h  s t a t e s ,  we n eed  r e c o v e r y . . .  
T h is  r e c o v e r y  f a i r y - s t o r i e s  h e lp  u s t o  make. In  th a t  s e n s e  
o n ly  a t a s t e  f o r  them may make u s ,  o r  keep  u s ,  c h i l d i s h . "23
An en co u ra g in g  s t e p  c l o s e r  to  u s  i s  th e  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  
t a l e  by P e te r  S . B e a g le  e n t i t l e d  The L a s t  U n ic o m .  Near th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s t o r y ,  th e  u n ic o r n  r e a so n s  to  h e r s e l f  in  
e f f o r t  t o  u n d erstan d  why men can  no lo n g e r  s e e  h er  (one must 
remember th a t  u n ic o r n s  n ev er  d ie  and sh e  h as b een  r e l a t i n g  to  
mankind in  one way or  a n o th er  fo r  many c e n t u r i e s ) .  "'How 
can i t  b e ? ' sh e  w ondered. ' I  su p p ose  I  co u ld  u n d erstan d  i t  
i f  men had s im p ly  f o r g o t t e n  u n ic o r n s  o r  i f  th e y  had changed  
so  th a t  th e y  h a te d  a l l  u n ic o r n s  now and t r i e d  to  k i l l  them  
when th e y  saw them . But n o t  t o  s e e  them a t  a l l ,  to  lo o k  a t  
them and s e e  som eth in g  e l s e — what do th e y  lo o k  l i k e  t o  one  
a n o th e r , then? What do t r e e s  lo o k  l i k e  t o  them , o r  r e a l  
h o r s e s ,  or  t h e i r  own c h i ld r e n ? '" 24 p erhaps a reaw aken ing  i s  
on th e  h o r iz o n  f o r  m ankind, much t o  our c h i l d i s h  d e l i g h t .
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